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Hierarchy of control guide
This is a risk control measures hierarchy to help you chose the right controls. Controls at the top are more effective at controlling risk than those towards the bottom. 
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In deciding on the best risk control options there are various things you need to consider: 
· How many people need to be protected? It’s better to have a control that offers protection to everyone than on that rely on people to use their own protection
· How reliant is the effectiveness of the risk control on human behaviour? It’s preferable to use risk controls that function without the need for human intervention, apart from maintenance
· How often will the risk controls need to be tested, maintained or replaced? Such activities rely on people to do them and have the possibility to fail, limiting the effectiveness
· How much does the control cost? Consider installation cost and maintenance over the period for which it will be used.
· How much is the risk control going to reduce the risk by? You must reduce the risk so far as reasonably practicable and this means the cost in terms of time, effort, money and inconvenience associated with the risk control and benefits of risk reduction.

1. eliminate


modify a design to eliminate the hazard


2. reduce


5. personal protective equipment


3. prevent contact


4. safe system of work


reduce the hazard - consider the reducing the amount, the concentration, exposure duration


enclose the hazard,  secure storage,  machine guards and barriers


standards, procedures, permits to access and permits to work


correct PPE for the hazard, worn correctly and when exposed to the hazard


avoid the hazard  or remove the hazard completely


substitute the hazard for something less hazardous


authorised access only, separate poeple from the hazard


training, information, instruction and supervision


 maintained and replace when old and damaged.
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